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To what extent can animal behaviour be described as rational? What does it even mean to describe behaviour
as rational? This book focuses on one of the major debates in science today - how closely does mental
processing in animals resemble mental processing in humans. It addresses the question of whether and to
what extent non-human animals are rational, that is, whether any animal behaviour can be regarded as the
result of arational thought processes. It does this with attention to three key questions, which recur
throughout the book and which have both empirical and philosophical aspects: What kinds of behavioural
tasks can animals successfully perform? What if any mental processes must be postulated to explain their
performance at these tasks? What properties must processes have to count as rational? The book is
distinctive in pursuing these questions not only in relation to our closest relatives, the primates, whose
intelligence usually gets the most attention, but also in relation to birds and dol phins, where striking results
are also being obtained. Some chapters focus on a particular species. They describe some of the
extraordinary and complex behaviour of these species - using tools in novel ways to solve foraging problems,
for example, or behaving in novel ways to solve complex social problems - and ask whether such behaviour
should be explained in rational or merely mechanistic terms. Other chapters address more theoretical issues
and ask, for example, what it means for behaviour to be rational, and whether rationality can be understood
in the absence of language. The book includes many of the world's leading figures doing empirical work on
rationality in primates, dolphins, and birds, as well as distinguished philosophers of mind and science. The
book includes an editors' introduction which summarises the philosophical and empirical work presented,
and draws together the issues discussed by the contributo
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From reader reviews:
Darius Cramer:

This Rational Animals? book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular Rational Animals?
without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
end up being worry Rational Animals? can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves
grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Rational Animals?
having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Cheryl Thornton:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Rational Animals? that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can
be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't
be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wantsto be
success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Rational
Animals? become your personal starter.

John Mallery:

Asapupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photos on there. Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this Rational Animals? can make you really feel more interested to read.

Harold Karr:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou need to understand
that reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Rational Animals?.
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