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This is a history of the great language controversy that has occupied and empassioned Greeks - sometimes
with fatal results - for over two hundred years. It begins in the late eighteenth-century when a group of Greek
intellectuals sought to develop a new, Hellenic, national identity alongside the traditional identity supplied
by Orthodox Christianity. The ensuing controversy focused on the language, fuelled on the one hand by a
desire to develop a form of Greek that expressed the Greeks' relationship to the ancients, and on the other by
the different groups' contrasting notions of what the national image so embodied should be. The purists
wanted a written language close to the ancient. The vernacularists - later known as demoticists - sought to
match written language to spoken, claiming the latter to be the product of the unbroken development of
Greek since the time of Homer. Peter Mackridge explores the political, social, and linguistic causes and
effects of the controversy in its many manifestations. Drawing on a wide range of evidence from literature,
language, history, and anthropology, he traces its effects on spoken and written varieties of Greek and shows
its impact on those in use today. He describes the efforts of linguistic elites and the state to achieve language
standardization and independence from languages such as Turkish, Albanian, Vlach, and Slavonic. This is a
timely book. The sense of national and linguistic identity that has been inculcated into generations of Greeks
since the start of the War of Independence in 1821 has, in the last 25 years, received blows from which it
may not recover. Immigration from Eastern Europe and elsewhere has introduced new populations whose
religions, languages, and cultures are transforming Greece into a country quite different from what it has
been and to what it once aspired to be.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Todd:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but
if you want really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Language
and National Identity in Greece, 1766-1976 is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Manuel Coury:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
Language and National Identity in Greece, 1766-1976.

Michael Burr:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be go through. Language and National Identity in Greece, 1766-1976 can be your answer since it can be read
by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Danny Solberg:

Beside this kind of Language and National Identity in Greece, 1766-1976 in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live
in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Language and National Identity in Greece, 1766-1976 because
this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with
read it from at this point!
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