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"There is something of a paradox about our access to ancient Greek religion. We know too much, and too
little. The materialsthat bear on it far outreach an individual's capacity to assimilate: so many casual
alusionsin so many literary texts over more than a millennium, so many direct or indirect referencesin so
many inscriptions from so many places in the Greek world, such an overwhelming abundance of physical
remains. But genuinely revealing evidence does not often cluster coherently enough to create a vivid sense of
the religious realities of a particular time and place. Amid a vast archipelago of scattered islets of
information, only afew are of a size to be habitable."rom the Preface

In On Greek Religion, Robert Parker offers a provocative and wide-ranging entrée into the world of ancient
Greek religion, focusing especially on the interpretive challenge of studying areligious system that in many
ways remains desperately alien from the vantage point of the twenty-first century. One of the world's leading
authorities on ancient Greek religion, Parker raises fundamental methodological questions about the study of
this vast subject. Given the abundance of evidence we now have about the nature and practice of religion
among the ancient Greeks?including literary, historical, and archaeological sources?how can we best exploit
that evidence and agree on the central underlying issues? Isit possible to develop alarger, "unified"
theoretical framework that allows for coherent discussions among archaeol ogists, anthropologists, literary
scholars, and historians?

In seven thematic chapters, Parker focuses on key themes in Greek religion: the epistemological basis of
Greek religion; the relation of ritual to belief; theories of sacrifice; the nature of gods and heroes; the
meaning of rituas, festivals, and feasts; and the absence of religious authority. Ranging across the archaic,
classical, and Hellenistic periods, he draws on multiple disciplines both within and outside classical studies.
He also remains sensitive to varieties of Greek religious experience. Also included are five appendixesin
which Parker applies his innovative methodological approach to particular cases, such as the acceptance of
new gods and the consultation of oracles. On Greek Religion will stir debate for its bold questioning of
disciplinary norms and for offering scholars and students new points of departure for future research.
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From reader reviews:
JakeHarris:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read abook. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this On Greek Religion (Cornell Studiesin Classical Philology).

Omar Lamm:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
thiskind of aren't like that. This On Greek Religion (Cornell Studiesin Classical Philology) book is readable
by means of you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
involving On Greek Religion (Cornell Studiesin Classical Philology) content conveys thinking easily to
understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different
available asit. So, do you still thinking On Greek Religion (Cornell Studiesin Classical Philology) is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Stacie L ogan:

Often the book On Greek Religion (Cornell Studiesin Classical Philology) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the ideais very unique. In case you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book On Greek Religion (Cornell Studiesin
Classical Philology) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Marla Fiske:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading areserve. They are directly felt this when they get
a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book On Greek Religion (Cornell Studiesin Classical
Philology) to make your current reading isinteresting. Y our current skill of reading talent is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about
book and reading especially. It isto be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside
that the guide On Greek Religion (Cornell Studiesin Classical Philology) can to be your friend when you're
experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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