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For most Americans, habeas corpus is the cornerstone of our legal system: the principal constitutional check
on arbitrary government power, allowing an arrested person to challenge the legality of his detention. In a
study that could not be more timely, Justin Wert reexamines this essential individual right and shows that
habeas corpus is not necessarily the check that we've assumed. Habeas corpus, it emerges, is as much a tool
of politics as it is of law.

In this first study of habeas corpus in an American political context, Wert shifts our collective emphasis from
the judicial to the political—toward the changes in the writ influenced by Congress, the president, political
parties, state governments, legal academics, and even interest groups. By doing so, he reveals how political
regimes have used habeas corpus both to undo the legacies of their predecessors and to establish and enforce
their own vision of constitutional governance.

Tracing the history of the writ from the Founding to Hamdi v. Rumsfeld and Boumediene v. Bush, Wert
illuminates crucial developmental moments in its evolution. He demonstrates that during the antebellum
period, Reconstruction, Gilded Age, Great Society, and the ongoing war on terrorism, habeas corpus has
waxed and waned in harmony with the interests of majoritarian politics. Along the way, Wert identifies and
explains the political context of fine points of law that many political scientists and historians may not be
aware of-such as the exhaustion rule requiring that a federal habeas participant must first exhaust all possible
claims for relief in state court, a maneuver by which the post-Reconstruction Court abandoned supervision of
race relations in the South.

Especially in light of the new scrutiny of habeas corpus prompted by the Guantnamo detainees, Wert's book
is essential for broadening our understanding of how law and politics continue to intersect after 9/11.
Brimming with fresh insights into constitutional development and regime theory, it shows that the Great Writ
of Liberty may not be so great as we have supposed—because while it has the potential to enforce
conceptions of rights that are consistent with the best ideals of American politics, it also has the potential to
enforce its worst aspects as well.
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From reader reviews:

Clarine Davidson:

The feeling that you get from Habeas Corpus in America: The Politics of Individual Rights (Constitutional
Thinking) is a more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Habeas Corpus in America: The
Politics of Individual Rights (Constitutional Thinking) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having that Habeas Corpus in America: The Politics of Individual Rights (Constitutional
Thinking) instantly.

Craig Nazario:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Habeas Corpus in America: The Politics of Individual Rights (Constitutional Thinking) your brain
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one type conclusion
and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Habeas Corpus in America: The Politics of
Individual Rights (Constitutional Thinking) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Melvin Smith:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Habeas Corpus in America: The Politics of Individual Rights
(Constitutional Thinking) this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now.
This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why
this book ideal all of you.

Leroy Moore:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. On this



modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Habeas Corpus in America: The Politics of Individual Rights (Constitutional Thinking) when
you desired it?
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