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Unlike monks and nuns, clergy have hitherto been sidelined in accounts of the Middle Ages, but they played
an important role in medieval society. This first broad-ranging study in English of the secular clergy
examines how ordination provided a framework for clerical life cycles and outlines the influence exerted on
secular clergy by monastic ideals before tracing typical career paths for clerics. Concentrating on northern
France, England and Germany in the period c.800-1200, Julia Barrow explores how entry into the clergy
usually occurred in childhood, with parents making decisions for their sons, although other relatives, chiefly
clerical uncles, were also influential. By comparing two main types of family structure, Barrow supplies an
explanation of why Gregorian reformers faced little serious opposition in demanding an end to clerical
marriage in the eleventh and twelfth centuries. Changes in educational provision c.1100 also help to explain
growing social and geographical mobility among clerics.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Epp:

Often the book The Clergy in the Medieval World: Secular Clerics, their Families and Careers in North-
Western Europe, c.800-c.1200 has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to
write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Rosa Flint:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Clergy in the Medieval World: Secular Clerics, their Families and
Careers in North-Western Europe, c.800-c.1200 why because the great cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Cheryl Fisher:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Clergy in the Medieval
World: Secular Clerics, their Families and Careers in North-Western Europe, c.800-c.1200 which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Virginia Gauvin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Clergy in the Medieval World:
Secular Clerics, their Families and Careers in North-Western Europe, c.800-c.1200.
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