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When rock and roll was transforming American culture in the 1950s and ’60s, East Harlem pulsed with the
sounds of mambo and merengue. Instead of Elvis and the Beatles, Marta Moreno Vega grew up worshipping
Celia Cruz, Mario Bauza, and Arsenio Rodriguez. Their music could be heard on every radio in El Barrio
and from the main stage at the legendary Palladium, where every weekend working-class kids dressed in
their sharpest suits and highest heels and became mambo kings and queens. Spanish Harlem was a vibrant
and dynamic world, but it was also a place of constant change, where the traditions of Puerto Rican parents
clashed with their children’s American ideals.

A precocious little girl with wildly curly hair, Marta was the baby of the family and the favorite of her
elderly abuela, who lived in the apartment down the hall. Abuela Luisa was the spiritual center of the family,
an espiritista who smoked cigars and honored the Afro-Caribbean deities who had always protected their
family. But it was Marta’s brother, Chachito, who taught her the latest dance steps and called her from the
pay phone at the Palladium at night so she could listen, huddled beneath the bedcovers, to the seductive
rhythms of Tito Puente and his orchestra.

In this luminous and lively memoir, Marta Moreno Vega calls forth the spirit of Puerto Rican New York and
the music, mysticism, and traditions of a remarkable and quintessentially American childhood.

“Viva Marta Moreno Vega! With honesty, humor, and love, she relives her coming-of-age in Spanish
Harlem—the highs and the lows—eloquently documenting how deeply rooted West African cultural
traditions are in her rich Puerto Rican heritage. Marta Vega’s memoir makes me want to mambo.” —Susan
Taylor, editorial director of Essence and author of Lessons in Living
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Skelton:

The book When the Spirits Dance Mambo: Growing Up Nuyorican in El Barrio can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing
like a book When the Spirits Dance Mambo: Growing Up Nuyorican in El Barrio? A few of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book When the Spirits Dance Mambo: Growing Up
Nuyorican in El Barrio has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Gerald Morin:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on guardería until university need that When the Spirits Dance Mambo: Growing
Up Nuyorican in El Barrio to read.

Dominique Rigney:

Here thing why this When the Spirits Dance Mambo: Growing Up Nuyorican in El Barrio are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. When the Spirits Dance Mambo: Growing Up Nuyorican in El Barrio
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide
that similar with When the Spirits Dance Mambo: Growing Up Nuyorican in El Barrio. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in
your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
When the Spirits Dance Mambo: Growing Up Nuyorican in El Barrio in e-book can be your alternate.

Curt Stewart:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top checklist in your reading list is When the Spirits Dance Mambo: Growing Up Nuyorican in El Barrio.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious



person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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