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It was a year packed with unsettling events. The Panic of 1857 closed every bank in New York City, ruined
thousands of businesses, and caused widespread unemployment among industrial workers. The Mormons in
Utah Territory threatened rebellion when federal troops approached with a non-Mormon governor to replace
Brigham Young. The Supreme Court outraged northern Republicans and abolitionists with the Dred Scott
decision ("a breathtaking example of judicial activism"). And when a proslavery minority in Kansas
Territory tried to foist a proslavery constitution on a large antislavery majority, President Buchanan reneged
on a crucial commitment and supported the minority, a disastrous miscalculation which ultimately split the
Democratic party in two.
In America in 1857, eminent American historian Kenneth Stampp offers a sweeping narrative of this eventful
year, covering all the major crises while providing readers with a vivid portrait of America at mid-century.
Stampp gives us a fascinating account of the attempt by William Walker and his band of filibusters to
conquer Nicaragua and make it a slave state, of crime and corruption, and of street riots by urban gangs such
as New York's Dead Rabbits and Bowery Boys and Baltimore's Plug Uglies and Blood Tubs. But the focus
continually returns to Kansas. He examines the outrageous political frauds perpetrated by proslavery
Kansans, Buchanan's calamitous response and Stephen Douglas's break with the President (a rare event in
American politics, a major party leader repudiating the president he helped elect), and the whirl of
congressional votes and dramatic debates that led to a settlement humiliating to Buchanan--and devastating
to the Democrats.
1857 marked a turning point, at which sectional conflict spun out of control and the country moved rapidly
toward the final violent resolution in the Civil War. Stampp's intensely focused look at this pivotal year
illuminates the forces at work and the mood of the nation as it plummeted toward disaster.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Johnson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take America in 1857: A Nation on the Brink as your daily
resource information.

Thomas Krieg:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the reserve untitled America in 1857: A Nation on the Brink can be excellent book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Bertha Wood:

The book untitled America in 1857: A Nation on the Brink contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in
the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open
up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Orville Hightower:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book America in 1857: A Nation on the Brink we can have more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book America in 1857: A Nation on the
Brink. You can more desirable than now.
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