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In the five years following the passage of federal welfare reform law, the labor force participation of low-
income, single mothers with young children climbed by more than 25 percent. With significantly more hours
spent outside the home, single working mothers face a serious childcare crunch—how can they provide
quality care for their children? In Putting Children First, Ajay Chaudry follows 42 low-income families in
New York City over three years to illuminate the plight of these mothers and the ways in which they respond
to the difficult challenge of providing for their children’s material and developmental needs with limited
resources.

Using the words of the women themselves, Chaudry tells a startling story. Scarce subsidies, complicated
bureaucracies, inflexible work schedules, and limited choices force families to piece together care
arrangements that are often unstable, unreliable, inconvenient, and of limited quality. Because their wages
are so low, these women are forced to rely on inexpensive caregivers who are often under-qualified to serve
the developmental needs of their children. Even when these mothers find good, affordable care, it rarely lasts
long because their volatile employment situations throw their needs into constant flux. The average woman
in Chaudry’s sample had to find five different primary caregivers in her child’s first four years, while over a
quarter of them needed seven or more in that time.

This book lets single, low-income mothers describe the childcare arrangements they desire and the ways that
options available to them fail to meet even their most basic needs. As Chaudry tracks these women through
erratic childcare spells, he reveals the strategies they employ, the tremendous costs they incur and the anxiety
they face when trying to ensure that their children are given proper care.

Honest, powerful, and alarming, Putting Children First gives a fresh perspective on work and family for the
disadvantaged. It infuses a human voice into the ongoing debate about the effectiveness of welfare reform,
showing the flaws of a social policy based solely on personal responsibility without concurrent societal
responsibility, and suggesting a better path for the future.
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From reader reviews:

Carla Smith:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you that Putting Children First: How
Low-Wage Working Mothers Manage Child Care book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

George Oneal:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like
to something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Putting Children First: How Low-Wage
Working Mothers Manage Child Care can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Christopher Palmer:

The actual book Putting Children First: How Low-Wage Working Mothers Manage Child Care has a lot info
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after reading this article book.

Joe Williams:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Putting Children First: How Low-Wage Working Mothers Manage Child Care provide you with new
experience in studying a book.
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