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Despite a shared colonial past, South American nations experienced different patterns of conflict in the
nineteenth century. These differences led to the creation of a variety of states and regimes, from authoritarian
military oligarchies to popular democracies. Using a rigorous logic of comparison, Fernando López-Alves
explores the roots of state building in five countries and explains why the political systems of these early
postindependent societies were prone to militarism, corporatism, or liberal democracy.
Breaking with the traditional economic analysis of South American development, López-Alves argues that
civil-military relations lay at the core of state building. By comparing three countries in
particular—Uruguay, Colombia, and Argentina—during an intense phase of state and regime formation, he
shows how war and the collective action of the rural poor contributed to the construction of central armies,
the rise of new social classes, and the emergence of civilian organizations. He also examines characteristics
unique to each country’s war-formed culture and discusses how coalitions were built during this period.
Examples from Paraguay and Venezuela and references to state formation in Europe, the United States, Asia,
and the Middle East add to the complexity and richness of the study’s comparative analysis.
Drawing on a vast bibliography of both primary and secondary sources, López-Alves goes beyond providing
insights into the particular development of Latin American countries and introduces a comprehensive theory
of state formation applicable to other regions. This book will interest Latin Americanists, historians, political
scientists, and sociologists studying state formation.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Frazier:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled State Formation and Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900 can be very
good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Melvin Robinson:

State Formation and Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900 can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing State
Formation and Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900 however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Jesus Curry:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically
the book that recommended for you is State Formation and Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900 this
guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented
how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Jesus Rhode:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication State Formation and Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900
was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book,
you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
just wanted.
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