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This book explores in depth the origins, development, and prospects of outlawry and of the relationship of
outlaws to the social conditions of changing times.

Throughout American history you will find larger-than-life brigands in every period and every region. Often,
because we hunger for simple justice, we romanticize them to the point of being unable to separate fact from
fiction. Frank Richard Prassel brings this home in a thorough and fascinating examination of the concept of
outlawry from Robin Hood, Dick Turpin, and Blackbeard through Jean Lafitte, Pancho Villa, and Billy the
Kid to more modern personalities such as John Dillinger, Claude Dallas, and D. B. Cooper. A separate
chapter on molls, plus equal  treatment in the histories of gangs, traces women's involvement in outlaw
activities.

Prassel covers the folklore as well as the facts, even including an appendix of ballads by and about outlaws.
He makes clear how this motley group of bandits, pirates, highwaymen, desperadoes, rebels, hoodlums,
renegades, gangsters, and fugitives—who stand tall in myth—wither in the light of truth, but flourish in the
movies. As he tells the stories, there is little to confirm that Jesse and Frank James, Butch Cassidy and the
Sundance Kid, the Daltons, Pretty Boy Floyd, Ma Barker, Clyde Barrow and Bonnie Parker, Belle Starr, the
Apache Kid, or any of the so-called good badmen, did anything that did not enrich or otherwise benefit
themselves. But there is plenty of evidence, in the form of slain victims and ruined lives, to show how many
ways they caused harm.

The Great American Outlaw is as much an excellent survey on the phenomenon as it is a brilliant exposition
of the larger than-life figures who created it. Above all, it is a tribute to that aspect of humanity that
Americans admire most and that Prassel describes as a willingness "to fight, however hopelessly, against
exhibitions of privilege."
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From reader reviews:

Allison Phelps:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their can do
this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-
school until university need this particular The Great American Outlaw: A Legacy of Fact and Fiction to
read.

Norma Harrell:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This The Great American Outlaw: A
Legacy of Fact and Fiction is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

George Pinard:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Great
American Outlaw: A Legacy of Fact and Fiction suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in
this era. The book untitled The Great American Outlaw: A Legacy of Fact and Fictionis the main one of
several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a
lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Donna Willeford:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Great American Outlaw: A Legacy of Fact and Fiction can
make you sense more interested to read.
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