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Dating back to the eighth century C.E., the Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch is a foundational text of
Chan/Zen Buddhism that reveals much about the early evolution of Chinese Chan and the ideological origins
of Japanese Zen and Korean Son. Purported to be the recorded words of the famed Huineng, who was
understood to be the Sixth Patriarch of Chan and the father of all later Chan/Zen Buddhism, the Platform
Sutra illuminates fundamental Chan Buddhist principles in an expressive sermon that describes how Huineng
overcame great personal and ideological challenges to uphold the exalted lineage of the enlightened Chan
patriarchs while realizing the ultimate Buddhist truth of the original, pure nature of all sentient beings.

Huineng seems to reject meditation, the value of good karma, and the worship of the buddhas, conferring
instead a set of "formless precepts" on his audience, marked by embedded notes in the text. In his central
message, an inherent, perfect buddha nature stands as the original true condition of all sentient beings, which
people of all backgrounds can experience for themselves. Philip Yampolsky's masterful translation contains
extensive explanatory notes and an edited, amended version of the Chinese text. His introduction critically
considers the background and historical setting of the work and locates Huineng's place within the history
and legends of Chan Buddhism. This new edition features a foreword by Morten Schlütter further situating
the Platform Sutra within recent historical research and textual evidence, and an updated glossary that
includes the modern pinyin system of transcription.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Vickers:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific The Platform Sutra of the
Sixth Patriarch (Translations from the Asian Classics) book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Mary Grubb:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch (Translations from the Asian
Classics) book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
give to you. The writer associated with The Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch (Translations from the
Asian Classics) content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking The
Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch (Translations from the Asian Classics) is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Tessa Krieger:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Platform Sutra of the
Sixth Patriarch (Translations from the Asian Classics) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's view.

Kari Annis:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch
(Translations from the Asian Classics) was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book The Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch (Translations from the Asian Classics) has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel
that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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