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Since the seventeenth century, concern in the Western world for the welfare of the individual has been
articulated philosophically most often as a concern for his rights. The modern conception of individual rights
resulted from abandonment of ancient, value-laced ideas of nature and their replacement by the modern,
mathematically transparent idea of nature that has room only for individuals, often in conflict. In A
Philosophical History of Rights, Gary B. Herbert traces the historical evolution of the concept and the
transformation of the problems through which the concept is defined.

The volume examines the early history of rights as they existed in ancient Greece, and locates the first
philosophical inquiry into the nature of rights in Platonic and Aristotelian accounts. He traces Roman
jurisprudence to the advent of Christianity, to the divine right of kings. Herbert follows the historical
evolution of modern subjective rights, the attempts by Locke, Rousseau, Kant, Fichte, and Hegel to mediate
rights, to make them sociable. He then turns to nineteenth-century condemnation of rights in the theories of
the historical school of law, Benthamite utilitarianism, and Marxist socialism. Following World War II, a
newly revived language of rights had to be constructed, to express universal moral outrage over what came
to be called crimes against humanity. The contemporary Western concern for rights is today a concern for
the individual and a recognition of the limits beyond which a society must not go in sacrificing the
individual's welfare for its own conception of the common good. In his conclusion, Herbert addresses the
postmodern critique of rights as a form of moral imperialism legitimizing relations of dominance and
subjection.

In addition to his historical analysis of the evolution of theories of rights, Herbert exposes the philosophical
confusions that arise when we exchange one concept of rights for another and continue to cite historical
antecedents for contemporary attitudes that are in fact their philosophical antithesis. A Philosophical History
of Rights will be of interest to philosophers, historians, and political scientists.
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From reader reviews:

Gerard Brand:

This A Philosophical History of Rights book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh,
you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This A
Philosophical History of Rights without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry A Philosophical History of Rights can bring if you are and
not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
phone. This A Philosophical History of Rights having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Allison Stiffler:

The ability that you get from A Philosophical History of Rights could be the more deep you looking the
information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to be aware of but A Philosophical History of Rights giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having that A Philosophical History of Rights instantly.

Shirley Kistner:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular A Philosophical History of Rights can give you
a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have A Philosophical History of Rights.

Michael Watkins:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book A Philosophical History of Rights. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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