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It is common for survivors of ethnic cleansing and even genocide to speak nostalgically about earlier times
of intercommunal harmony and brotherhood. After being driven from their Anatolian homelands, Greek
Orthodox refugees insisted that they 'lived well with the Turks', and yearned for the days when they worked
and drank coffee together, participated in each other's festivals, and even prayed to the same saints.
Historians have never showed serious regard to these memories, given the refugees had fled from horrific
'ethnic' violence that appeared to reflect deep-seated and pre-existing animosities. Refugee nostalgia seemed
pure fantasy; perhaps contrived to lessen the pain and humiliations of displacement.

Before the Nation argues that there is more than a grain of truth to these nostalgic traditions. It points to the
fact that intercommunality, a mode of everyday living based on the accommodation of cultural difference,
was a normal and stabilizing feature of multi-ethnic societies. Refugee memory and other ethnographic
sources provide ample illustration of the beliefs and practices associated with intercommunal living, which
local Muslims and Christian communities likened to a common moral environment.

Drawing largely from an oral archive containing interviews with over 5000 refugees, Nicholas Doumanis
examines the mentalities, cosmologies, and value systems as they relate to cultures of coexistence. He
furthermore rejects the commonplace assumption that the empire was destroyed by intercommunal hatreds.
Doumanis emphasizes the role of state-perpetrated political violence which aimed to create ethnically
homogenous spaces, and which went some way in transforming these Anatolians into Greeks and Turks.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Lewis:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Before the Nation:
Muslim-Christian Coexistence and its Destruction in Late-Ottoman Anatolia is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Betty Johnston:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is Before the Nation: Muslim-Christian Coexistence and its Destruction in Late-Ottoman Anatolia
this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
appropriate all of you.

James Brady:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book Before the Nation: Muslim-Christian Coexistence and its
Destruction in Late-Ottoman Anatolia was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern
era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Cruz Fleury:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Before the Nation: Muslim-Christian
Coexistence and its Destruction in Late-Ottoman Anatolia to make your current reading is interesting. Your
current skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Before the Nation: Muslim-



Christian Coexistence and its Destruction in Late-Ottoman Anatolia can to be your brand new friend when
you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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