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Epidemics and immigrants have suffered a lethal association in the public mind, from the Irish in New York
wrongly blamed for the cholera epidemic of 1832 and Chinese in San Francisco vilified for causing the
bubonic plague in 1900, to Haitians in Miami stigmatized as AIDS carriers in the 1980s. Silent Travelers
vividly describes these and many other episodes of medicalized prejudice and analyzes their impact on
public health policy and beyond. The book shows clearly how the equation of disease with outsiders and
illness with genetic inferiority broadly affected not only immigration policy and health care but even the
workplace and schools. The first synthesis of immigration history and the history of medicine, Silent
Travelers is also a deeply human story, enriched by the voices of immigrants themselves. Irish, Italian,
Jewish, Latino, Chinese, and Cambodian newcomers among others grapple in these pages with the mysteries
of modern medicine and American prejudice. Anecdotes about famous and little-known figures in the annals
of public health abound, from immigrant physicians such as Maurice Fishberg and Antonio Stella who
struggled to mediate between the cherished Old World beliefs and practices of their patients and their own
state-of-the-art medical science, to "Typhoid Mary" and the inspiring example of Mother Cabrini. Alan M.
Kraut tells of the newcomers founding of hospitals to care for their own the "Halls of Great Peace" (actually
little more than hovels where lepers could go to die) set up by Chinese immigrants; the establishment of St.
Vincent's Hospital in New York as an institution sensitive to the needs of Catholic patients; and the creation
of a tuberculosis sanitarium inDenver by Eastern European Jewish tradespeople who managed to scrape
together $1.20 in contributions at their first meeting. Tapping into a rich array of sources - from turn-of-the-
century government records to an advice book aimed at Italians financed by the DAR, from the photog
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Szymanski:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Silent Travelers: Germs, Genes, and the Immigrant
Menace. Try to the actual book Silent Travelers: Germs, Genes, and the Immigrant Menace as your good
friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Eddie Patten:

This Silent Travelers: Germs, Genes, and the Immigrant Menace are usually reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Silent Travelers: Germs, Genes, and the
Immigrant Menace can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your prior
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this Silent Travelers: Germs, Genes, and the Immigrant Menace giving
you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could
it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Irvin Ashbaugh:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Silent Travelers: Germs, Genes, and the Immigrant
Menace can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Heidi Crenshaw:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Silent Travelers: Germs, Genes, and the Immigrant Menace can make
you experience more interested to read.
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