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"Gabriel Zaid's defense of books is genuinely exhilarating. It is not pious, it iswise; and itswisdom is
delivered with extraordinary lucidity and charm. Thisis how Montaigne would have written about the dizzy
and increasingly dolorous age of the Internet. May So Many Books fall into so many hands."—Leon
Wieseltier

"Reading liberates the reader and transports him from his book to a reading of himself and al of life. It leads
him to participate in conversations, and in some cases to arrange them... It could even be said that to publish
abook isto insert it into the middle of a conversation."—from So Many Books

Join the conversation! In So Many Books, Gabriel Zaid offers his observations on the literary condition: a
highly original analysis of the predicament that readers, authors, publishers, booksellers, librarians, and
teachers find themselves in today—when there are simply more books than any of us can contemplate.

"With cascades of books pouring down on him from every direction, how can the twenty-first-century reader
keep his head above water? Gabriel Zaid answers that question in a variety of surprising ways, many of them
witty, all of them provocative."—Anne Fadiman, Author of Ex-Libris

"A truly original book about books. Destined to be a classic!"—Enrique Krauze, Author of Mexico:
Biography of Power, Editor of Letras Libres

"Gabriel Zaid's small gem of a book manages to be both del ectable and useful, like chocolate fortified with
vitamins. His rare blend of wisdom and savvy practical sense should make essential and heartening reading
for anyone who cares about the future of books and the life of the mind."—Lynne Sharon Schwartz, Author
of Ruined by Reading: A Lifein Books

"Gabridl Zaid isamarvelously elegant and playful writer—a cosmopolitan critic with sound judgment and a
light touch. Heisajewel of Latin American letters, which is no small thing to be. Read him—you'll
see."—Paul Berman

"'So many books," a phrase usually muttered with despair, is transformed into an expression of awe and joy
by Gabriel Zaid. Arguing that books are the essential part of the great conversation we call culture and
civilization, So Many Books reminds us that reading (and, by extension, writing and publishing) isa
business, a vanity, avocation, an avocation, amoral and political act, a hedonistic pursuit, al of the
aforementioned, none of the aforementioned, and is often amiracle."—Doug Dutton

"Zaid traces the preoccupation with reading back through Dr. Johnson, Seneca, and even the Bible (‘Of
making many books thereis no end’). He emerges as a playful celebrant of literary proliferation, noting that
there is a new book published every thirty seconds, and optimistically points out that publishers who moan
about low sales 'see as afailure what is actually a blessing: The book business, unlike newspapers, films, or
television, isviable on asmall scale.' Zaid, who claimsto own more than ten thousand books, says he has
sometimes thought that 'a chastity glove for authors who can't contain themselves would be a good idea.
Nonetheless, he cheerfully opines that 'the truly cultured are capable of owning thousands of unread books



without losing their composure or their desire for more."—New Yorker

Gabriel Zaid's poetry, essays, socia and cultural criticism, and business writings have been widely
published throughout the Spanish-speaking world. He livesin Mexico City with the artist Basia Batorska, her
paintings, three cats, and ten thousand books.

Natasha Wimmer is an editor and atrangator in New Y ork City. Her recent trandations include The Savage
Detectives and 2666 by Roberto Bolafio andThe Way to Paradise by Mario Vargas L1osa
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From reader reviews:
Sheila Walker:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline So Many Books:
Reading and Publishing in an Age of Abundance suitable to you? The actual book was written by well

known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled So Many Books. Reading and Publishing in an Age of
Abundanceis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know
before. The author explained their plan in the ssmple way, therefore al of people can easily to comprehend
the core of this publication. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. In order to see
the represented of the world on this book.

Jay Blanchard:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with palsisthing that usually you
might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that. One
particular activity that make you not fegling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you aready
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love So Many Books: Reading and Publishing in an
Age of Abundance, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of
hangout type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on itsidentified as
reading friends.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting So Many Books: Reading and
Publishing in an Age of Abundance that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading practice al over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
considerably better then how they react when it comesto the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So, for al of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick So Many Books:
Reading and Publishing in an Age of Abundance become your own starter.

Jose Hackler:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a book
you can get alots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because book
has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The So Many Books:
Reading and Publishing in an Age of Abundance provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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