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In terms of geopolitics, perhaps the most seminal event of the Middle Ages was the successful Ottoman siege
of Constantinople in 1453. The city had been an imperial capital as far back as the 4th century, when
Constantine the Great shifted the power center of the Roman Empire there, effectively establishing two
almost equally powerful halves of antiquity’s greatest empire. Constantinople would continue to serve as the
capital of the Byzantine Empire even after the Western half of the Roman Empire collapsed in the late 5th
century. Naturally, the Ottoman Empire would also use Constantinople as the capital of its empire after their
conquest effectively ended the Byzantine Empire, and thanks to its strategic location, it has been a trading
center for years and remains one today under the Turkish name of Istanbul.

The end of the Byzantine Empire had a profound effect not only on the Middle East but Europe as well.
Constantinople had played a crucial part in the Crusades, and the fall of the Byzantines meant that the
Ottomans now shared a border with Europe. The Islamic empire was viewed as a threat by the predominantly
Christian continent to their west, and it took little time for different European nations to start clashing with
the powerful Turks. In fact, the Ottomans would clash with Russians, Austrians, Venetians, Polish, and more
before collapsing as a result of World War I, when they were part of the Central powers.

The Ottoman conquest of Constantinople also played a decisive role in fostering the Renaissance in Western
Europe. The Byzantine Empire’s influence had helped ensure that it was the custodian of various ancient
texts, most notably from the ancient Greeks, and when Constantinople fell, Byzantine refugees flocked west
to seek refuge in Europe. Those refugees brought books that helped spark an interest in antiquity that fueled
the Italian Renaissance and essentially put an end to the Middle Ages altogether.

The Fall of Constantinople traces the history of the formation of the Ottoman Empire, the siege that toppled
the city, and the dissolution of the Byzantine Empire. Along with pictures depicting important people, places,
and events, you will learn about the fall of Constantinople like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Clara Bearden:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book The Fall of Constantinople: The Rise of the Ottoman
Empire and the End of the Byzantine Empire seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and
of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication The Fall of
Constantinople: The Rise of the Ottoman Empire and the End of the Byzantine Empire is not only giving you
far more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book The Fall of Constantinople: The Rise
of the Ottoman Empire and the End of the Byzantine Empire. You never really feel lose out for everything if
you read some books.

Edward Cooley:

This book untitled The Fall of Constantinople: The Rise of the Ottoman Empire and the End of the
Byzantine Empire to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when
you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or
you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this book from your list.

Eugene Williams:

The book The Fall of Constantinople: The Rise of the Ottoman Empire and the End of the Byzantine Empire
will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is
very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book The Fall of
Constantinople: The Rise of the Ottoman Empire and the End of the Byzantine Empire is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Marge Lee:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication The Fall of Constantinople: The Rise of the Ottoman Empire
and the End of the Byzantine Empire was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right
now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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