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Ascetic Pneumatology from John Cassian to Gregory the Great presents three interconnected arguments.
The first argument concerns scholarly readings of antiquity: there are developments in 5th and 6th century
Latin pneumatology which we have overlooked. Theologians like John Cassian and Gregory the Great were
engaged in a significant discussion of how the Holy Spirit works within Christian ascetics to reform their
inner lives. Other theologians, like Leo the Great, participate to a lesser extent in a similar project. They
applied pneumatology to theological anthropology. Thomas L. Humphries, Jr. labels that development
"ascetic pneumatology," and beings to track some of the late antique schools of thought about the Holy
Spirit. The second argument concerns the reception of Augustine in the two centuries immediately after his
death: different people read Augustine differently. Augustine's theology was known and understood to
varying degrees in various regions. Humphries demonstrates significant engagements with Augustine's
theology as it was relevant to Pelagianism (evidenced in Prosper of Aquitaine), as it was relevant to Gallic
Arians (evidenced with the Lerinian theologians), and as it was relevant to African Arians and certain
questions posed of Nestorianism (evidenced with Fulgentius of Ruspe). Instead of attempting to rank various
theologians as better and worse "Augustinians," Humphries argues that there were different kinds of
"Augustinianisms" even in the years immediately after Augustine. The third argument concerns Gregory the
Great and his sources. Once we see that ascetic pneumatology was a strain of thought in this era and see that
there are different kinds of Augustinianisms, we can see that Gregory depends on both Augustine and
Cassian. In the closing chapters, Humphries argues that Gregory uses Cassian's ascetic pneumatology, and
this allows Gregory's synthesis of Cassian and Augustine to stand in greater relief than it has before. The
study begins with Cassian, ends with Gregory, and is attentive to Augustine throughout.
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From reader reviews:

Martina White:

The knowledge that you get from Ascetic Pneumatology from John Cassian to Gregory the Great (Oxford
Early Christian Studies) is a more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you
get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Ascetic Pneumatology from
John Cassian to Gregory the Great (Oxford Early Christian Studies) giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read
that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having that Ascetic Pneumatology from John Cassian to
Gregory the Great (Oxford Early Christian Studies) instantly.

Dana Register:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Ascetic Pneumatology from John Cassian
to Gregory the Great (Oxford Early Christian Studies) as your daily resource information.

Gloria Taylor:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Ascetic Pneumatology
from John Cassian to Gregory the Great (Oxford Early Christian Studies) which is keeping the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Scott Padilla:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Ascetic Pneumatology from John Cassian
to Gregory the Great (Oxford Early Christian Studies) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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