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Should we try to live in the present? Such is the imperative of modernity, Jed Rubenfeld writes in this
important and original work of political theory. Since Jefferson proclaimed that 'the earth belongs to the
living', since Freud announced that mental health requires people to 'get free of their past', since Nietzsche
declared that the happy man is the man who 'leaps into the moment', modernity has directed its inhabitants to
live in the present, as if there alone could they find happiness, authenticity, and above all freedom. But this
imperative, Rubenfeld argues, rests on a profoundly inadequate, deforming picture of the relationship
between freedom and time. Instead, Rubenfeld suggests, human freedom, indeed human being itself,
necessarily extends into both past and future; self-government consists of giving our lives meaning and
purpose over time. From this conception of self-government, Rubenfeld derives a new theory of
constitutional law's place in democracy. Democracy, he writes, is not a matter of governance by the present
'will of the people'; it is a matter of a nation's laying down and living up to enduring political and legal
commitments. Constitutionalism is not counter to democracy, as many believe, or a pre-condition of
democracy; it is or should be democracy itself over time. On this basis, Rubenfeld offers a new
understanding of constitutional interpretation and of the fundamental right of privacy.
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From reader reviews:

Lillian Owensby:

In other case, little people like to read book Freedom and Time: A Theory of Constitutional Self-
Government. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important any book Freedom and Time: A Theory of Constitutional Self-Government. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book as
well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's read.

Theodore Rios:

The book Freedom and Time: A Theory of Constitutional Self-Government make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book
Freedom and Time: A Theory of Constitutional Self-Government to get your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible
to know everything if you like start and read a publication Freedom and Time: A Theory of Constitutional
Self-Government. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people.
So , how do you think about this publication?

Michael Counts:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Freedom and Time: A Theory of Constitutional Self-Government provide you with a new
experience in looking at a book.

Bonnie Skelton:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books.
One of several books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Freedom and Time: A Theory of
Constitutional Self-Government. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many



advantages.
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