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Jerry Williams’ history of Azorean immigration to the United States offers us valuable insight into the
experience and culture of Portuguese immigrants and their descendents. This account fills a major gap in
American immigration history and gives us a comprehensive overview of how Portuguese-Americans–now
numbering close to a million people–have come to constitute a vibrant and highly visible presence within
southeastern New England, the areas around San Francisco and San Diego, Hawaii, and the New Jersey/New
York metropolitan area. Even though Azorean immigrants all came from similar cultural and social
backgrounds, Williams shows how regionally specific opportunity structures and social hierarchies have
contributed to significant differences within the Portuguese-American experience.

Starting with the whaling routes that first connected the mid-Atlantic archipelago with the ports of call in
New England and California in the early 1800s, Williams lays out the complex relationship between the
Azores and the US that has continued into the present. We learn how particular patterns of poverty,
overpopulation and social inequality in the Azores pushed large numbers of the islands’ inhabitants to leave
their homes in search of better opportunities for themselves and their children. He tells the story of how the
early whalers who jumped ship in New Bedford, San Francisco, or Hawaii were followed by kin and fellow
villagers who had heard of plentiful jobs in New England’s textile mills, gold and land in California, or
agricultural work on Hawaiian plantations. Williams’ account allows us to understand the importance of
family and community connections throughout the immigrants’ arduous transition from peasant life to
industrial society.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Kline:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this In Pursuit of Their Dreams: A History of Azorean Immigration to the
United States, 2nd Edition (Portuguese in the Americas).

Brian Wallace:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be In Pursuit of Their Dreams: A History of Azorean
Immigration to the United States, 2nd Edition (Portuguese in the Americas) why because the great cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Erin Kizer:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It all right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like In
Pursuit of Their Dreams: A History of Azorean Immigration to the United States, 2nd Edition (Portuguese in
the Americas) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Lorraine Michael:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This In Pursuit of Their Dreams: A History of
Azorean Immigration to the United States, 2nd Edition (Portuguese in the Americas) can be the solution, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era
is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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