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In the early sixteenth century, a charismatic Bengali Brahmin, Visvambhara Misra, inspired communities of
worshipers in Bengal, Orissa, and Vraja with his teachings. Misra took the ascetic name Krsna Caitanya, and
his devotees quickly came to believe he was divine. The spiritual descendents of these initial followers today
comprise the Gaudiya Vaisnava movement, one of the most vibrant religious groups in all of South Asia.

In The Final Word, Tony Stewart investigates how, with no central leadership, no institutional authority, and
no geographic center, a religious community nevertheless came to define itself, fix its textual canon, and
flourish. The answer, he argues, can be found in a brilliant Sanskrit and Bengali hagiographical exercise: the
Caitanya Caritamrta of Krsnadasasa Kaviraja. Written some seventy-five years after Caitanya's passing,
Krsnadasa's text gathered and synthesized the divergent theological perspectives and ritual practices that had
proliferated during and after Caitanya's life. It has since become the devotional standard of the Gaudiya
Vaisnava movement.

The text's power, Stewart argues, derives from its sophisticated use of rhetoric. The Caitanya Caritamrta
persuades its readers covertly, appearing to defer its arrogated authority to Caitanya himself. Though the text
started out as a hagiography like so many others-an index of appropriate beliefs and ritual practices that
points the way to salvation-its influence has grown far beyond that. Over the centuries it has become an icon,
a metonym of the tradition itself. On occasion today it can even be seen worshiped alongside images of
Krsna and Caitanya on altars in Bengal.

In tracing the origins, literary techniques, and dissemination of the Caitanya Caritamrta, Stewart has
unlocked the history of the Gaudiya Vaisnavas, explaining the improbable unity of a dynamic religious
group.
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From reader reviews:

Fernando Levering:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you actually is you
don't know what type you should start with. This The Final Word: The Caitanya Caritamrita and the
Grammar of Religious Tradition is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Tina McKinney:

The e-book with title The Final Word: The Caitanya Caritamrita and the Grammar of Religious Tradition
posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read it anywhere you want.

Charlie Seymour:

This The Final Word: The Caitanya Caritamrita and the Grammar of Religious Tradition is great book for
you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can
point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in
it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having The Final Word: The Caitanya Caritamrita and the Grammar of Religious
Tradition in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , it
is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Kimberly Martin:

You may get this The Final Word: The Caitanya Caritamrita and the Grammar of Religious Tradition by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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