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Winner of Honorable Mention in the Jordan Schnitzer Book Awards of the Association for Jewish
Studies

Moshe Simon-Shoshan offers a groundbreaking study of Jewish law (halakhah) and rabbinic story-telling.
Focusing on the Mishnah, the foundational text of halakhah, he argues that narrative was essential in early
rabbinic formulations and concepts of law, legal process, and political and religious authority.

The book begins by presenting atheoretical framework for considering the role of narrative in the Mishnah.
Drawing on awide range of disciplines, including narrative theory, Semitic linguistics, and comparative
legal studies, Simon-Shoshan shows that law and narrative are inextricably intertwined in the Mishnah.
Narrative is central to the way in which the Mishnah transmits law and ideas about jurisprudence.
Furthermore, the Mishnah's stories are the locus around which the Mishnah both constructs and critiques its
concept of the rabbis as the ultimate arbiters of Jewish law and practice.

In the second half of the book, Simon-Shoshan applies these ideas to close readings of individual Mishnaic
stories. Among these stories are some of the most famous narratives in rabbinic literature, including those of
Honi the Circle-drawer and R. Gamlidl's Y om Kippur confrontation with R. Joshua. In each instance, Simon-
Shoshan elucidates the legal, political, theological, and human elements of the story and places them in the
wider context of the book's arguments about law, narrative, and rabbinic authority.

Sories of the Law presents an original and forceful argument for applying literary theory to legal texts,

challenging the traditional distinctions between law and literature that underlie much contemporary
scholarship.
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From reader reviews:
Thomas Depew:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students as they are still students or thisfor all peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Stories of the Law:
Narrative Discourse and the Construction of Authority in the Mishnah. All type of book can you see on many
options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Freddy Lamberth:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fedl it? Will you something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the book untitled Stories of the Law: Narrative Discourse and the Construction of
Authority in the Mishnah can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Theresa Piercy:

Often the book Stories of the Law: Narrative Discourse and the Construction of Authority in the Mishnah has
alot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was written by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Mikel Davis;

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Stories of the Law: Narrative Discourse and the Construction of Authority in the Mishnah when
you essential it?
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