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What influence did René Descartes' concept of mind-body dualism have on early modern conceptions of the
self? In The Matter of Mind, Christopher Braider challenges the presumed centrality of Descartes'
groundbreaking theory to seventeenth-century French culture. He details the broad opposition to rational
self-government among Descartes' contemporaries, and attributes conventional links between Descartes and
the myth of the ‘modern subject’ to post-structuralist assessments.

The Matter of Mind presents studies drawn from a range of disciplines and examines the paintings of Nicolas
Poussin, the drama of Pierre Corneille, and the theology of Blaise Pascal. Braider argues that if early modern
thought converged on a single model, then it was the experimental picture based on everyday experience
proposed by Descartes' sceptical adversary, Michel de Montaigne. Forceful and provocative, The Matter of
Mind will encourage lively debate on the norms and discourses of seventeenth-century philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Byrd:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Matter of Mind: Reason and
Experience in the Age of Descartes book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Milford Garrett:

The experience that you get from The Matter of Mind: Reason and Experience in the Age of Descartes could
be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Matter of Mind: Reason and
Experience in the Age of Descartes giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point
in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this particular The Matter of Mind: Reason and Experience in the Age of
Descartes instantly.

Frank Dawson:

This The Matter of Mind: Reason and Experience in the Age of Descartes usually are reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Matter of Mind: Reason and
Experience in the Age of Descartes can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Matter of Mind: Reason and Experience in the
Age of Descartes forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Carla Arbogast:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Matter of Mind: Reason and Experience in
the Age of Descartes was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Matter of
Mind: Reason and Experience in the Age of Descartes has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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