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Despite the advances of the civil rights movement, many white southerners cling to the faded glory of a
romanticized Confederate past. In The Making of a Confederate, William L. Barney focuses on the life of
one man, Walter Lenoir of North Carolina, to examine the origins of southern white identity alongside its
myriad ambiguities and complexities.

Born into a wealthy slaveholding family, Lenoir abhorred the institution, opposed secession, and planned to
leave his family to move to Minnesota, in the free North. But when the war erupted in 1860, Lenoir found
another escape route--he joined the Confederate army, an experience that would radically transform his
ideals. After the war, Lenoir, like many others, embraced the cult of the Lost Cause, refashioning his
memory and beliefs in an attempt to make sense of the war, its causes, and its consequences. While some
Southerners sank into depression, aligned with the victors, or fiercely opposed the new order, Lenoir
withdrew to his acreage in the North Carolina mountains. There, he pursued his own vision of the South's
future, one that called for greater self-sufficiency and a more efficient use of the land.

For Lenoir and many fellow Confederates, the war never really ended. As he tells this compelling story,
Barney offers new insights into the ways that (selective) memory informs history; through Lenoir's life,
readers learn how individual choices can transform abstract historical processes into concrete actions.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Wilson:

This The Making of a Confederate: Walter Lenoir's Civil War (New Narratives in American History) book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading
this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Making of a Confederate: Walter Lenoir's
Civil War (New Narratives in American History) without we realize teach the one who reading through it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Making of a Confederate: Walter
Lenoir's Civil War (New Narratives in American History) can bring if you are and not make your bag space
or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This The
Making of a Confederate: Walter Lenoir's Civil War (New Narratives in American History) having excellent
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Ronald Johnson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Making of a Confederate: Walter Lenoir's Civil War (New Narratives in American History), you can tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make
them reading a publication.

Thomas Manna:

You may get this The Making of a Confederate: Walter Lenoir's Civil War (New Narratives in American
History) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve
trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now,
you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways
to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Rayford Alexander:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social similar to



newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of
the The Making of a Confederate: Walter Lenoir's Civil War (New Narratives in American History) when
you essential it?
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