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No overall history of the philosophical dialogue has appeared since Rudolf Hirzel's two-volume study was
published in 1895. In The Philosophical Dialogue: A Poetics and a Hermeneutics, Vittorio Hösle covers the
development of the genre from its beginning with Plato to the late twentieth-century work of Iris Murdoch
and Paul Feyerabend. Hösle presents a taxonomy and a doctrine of categories for the complex literary genre
of the philosophical dialogue, focusing on the poetical laws that structure the genre, and develops
hermeneutical rules for its correct interpretation.

Following an introduction that employs the categories of subjectivity and intersubjectivity to classify
philosophy's modes of expression, Hösle's book is structured by the classical triad of the production, inner
structure, and reception of the literary dialogue. To explain what is meant by "philosophical dialogue," Hösle
first deals with the specific traits of philosophical dialogue in contrast to other literary forms of philosophy
and its special status among them. Second, he distinguishes the philosophical dialogue as a literary genre
from actual philosophical conversation, and as a philosophical literary genre from nonphilosophical literary
dialogues. Finally, he takes up the connection between literary form and philosophical content in the
philosophical dialogue. Numerous authors of dialogues are discussed, with a special focus on Plato, Cicero,
Augustine, Hume, and Diderot.
 
Originally published in Germany as Der philosophische Dialog: Eine Poetik und Hermeneutik (2006), this
book not only contributes to the philosophical discussion of dialogue but to a great extent defines it. This fine
translation will prove useful to both philosophers and literary critics in the English-speaking world.
 
"With its exceptionally clear and powerful argumentation, the book might become the defining work for the
study of dialogue. Paraphrasing Kant, one could say that in philosophy mere theory without a history is
empty, while history without a theory is blind. Yet in his work Hösle achieves a unique synthesis of
historical perceptivity and systematic rigor. This book will be read for many years to come." —Dmitri
Nikulin, New School for Social Research
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From reader reviews:

Jose Anderson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific The Philosophical
Dialogue: A Poetics and a Hermeneutics book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Ethel Fung:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Philosophical Dialogue: A Poetics
and a Hermeneutics is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and need in this era.

John Casale:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Philosophical Dialogue: A Poetics and a Hermeneutics book is readable
simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking
at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
involving The Philosophical Dialogue: A Poetics and a Hermeneutics content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Philosophical Dialogue: A Poetics and a
Hermeneutics is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Vivian Nava:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but
if you want really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the
The Philosophical Dialogue: A Poetics and a Hermeneutics is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unstable experience.
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