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Mark Braaten describes the experience of seeing the sun rise on a northern Minnesota lake and
spontaneously offering thanks to God. He describes sitting beside his children's bed as they sleep and resting
in the awareness of God's blessings. Confronted by such beauty, prayer flows out of us. That is to say, there
are times when we are easily aware that we are in the presence of God, our awe comes naturally, and our
prayer is full of joy. But Braaten also points out that at times prayer is a struggle. Life is often not awe
inspiring and prayer is often not easy. We find our praying frustrating and difficult. Our prayer life is a
journey of both joy and struggle. It is learning to recognize and reach out to God; even more it is recognizing
how God is constantly reaching out to us.

Braaten explores many types of prayer, including thanksgiving, confession, praise, wrestling, petition,
intercession, listening, and hope. He also explores what it means when the answer to prayer is no and how
we experience prayer in doubt and in confidence. In each chapter, he uses an extended biblical example of
prayer and also provides the text of prayers we can use in our own practice. For al who seek joy in prayer,
even as we struggle, Braaten offers an engaging personal and pastoral reflection on the ways we pray.

Mark Braaten is the Senior Pastor of Our Savior's Lutheran Church in Tyler, Texas. He holds a doctor of
ministry degree from Luther Seminary in St.Paul, Minnesota. Braaten's book Come, Lord Jesus, a study of
the book of Revelation, was published by Liturgical Press in 2007.
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From reader reviews:

Eula Hunter:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Prayer as Joy, Prayer as Struggle will make
you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Walter Harman:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a book. The book Prayer as Joy, Prayer as Struggle it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks
that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from
the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Angela Bauer:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is Prayer as Joy, Prayer as Struggle this publication consist a lot of the information
with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he
makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

James Voyles:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Prayer as Joy, Prayer as Struggle as well as others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping
them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Prayer as
Joy, Prayer as Struggle to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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