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Defining the proper female body, seeking elective surgery for beauty, enjoying lavish spa treatments, and
combating impotence might seem like today’s celebrity infatuations. However, these preoccupations were
very much alive in the early modern period. Valeria Finucci recounts the story of a well-known patron of arts
and music in Renaissance Italy, Duke Vincenzo Gonzaga of Mantua (1562–1612), to examine the culture,
fears, and captivations of his times. Using four notorious moments in Vincenzo’s life, Finucci explores
changing concepts of sexuality, reproduction, beauty, and aging.

The first was Vincenzo’s inability to consummate his earliest marriage and subsequent medical inquiry,
which elucidates new concepts of female anatomy. Second, Vincenzo’s interactions with Bolognese doctor
Gaspare Tagliacozzi, the “father of plastic surgery,” illuminate contemporary fascinations with elective
procedures. Vincenzo’s use of thermal spas explores the proliferation of holistic, noninvasive therapies to
manage pain, detoxify, and rehabilitate what the medicine of the time could not address. And finally,
Vincenzo’s search for a cure for impotence later in life analyzes masculinity and aging.

By examining letters, doctors’ advice, reports, receipts, and travelogues, together with (and against) medical,
herbal, theological, even legal publications of the period, Finucci describes an early modern cultural history
of the pathology of human reproduction, the physiology of aging, and the science of rejuvenation as they
affected a prince with a large ego and an even larger purse. In doing so, she deftly marries salacious tales
with historical analysis to tell a broader story of Italian Renaissance cultural adjustments and obsessions.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Pena:

This The Prince's Body: Vincenzo Gonzaga and Renaissance Medicine (I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance
History) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Prince's Body: Vincenzo
Gonzaga and Renaissance Medicine (I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance History) without we comprehend
teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The
Prince's Body: Vincenzo Gonzaga and Renaissance Medicine (I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance History)
can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can
have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Prince's Body: Vincenzo Gonzaga and
Renaissance Medicine (I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance History) having very good arrangement in word
as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

James Jernigan:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The Prince's Body: Vincenzo Gonzaga and Renaissance
Medicine (I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance History) why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jean Cunningham:

This The Prince's Body: Vincenzo Gonzaga and Renaissance Medicine (I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance
History) is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always
deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using
great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can
have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Prince's Body: Vincenzo Gonzaga and Renaissance Medicine
(I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance History) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is
not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this
guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt
in which?

Alex Tipton:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are



more valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several
books in the top collection in your reading list is usually The Prince's Body: Vincenzo Gonzaga and
Renaissance Medicine (I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance History). This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this
book you can get many advantages.
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