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This investigation of the overwhelming appeal of quantification in the modern world discusses the
development of cultural meanings of objectivity over two centuries. How are we to account for the current
prestige and power of quantitative methods? The usual answer is that quantification is seen as desirable in
social and economic investigation as a result of its successes in the study of nature. Theodore Porter is not
content with this. Why should the kind of success achieved in the study of stars, molecules, or cells be an
attractive model for research on human societies? he asks. And, indeed, how should we understand the
pervasiveness of quantification in the sciences of nature? In his view, we should look in the reverse
direction: comprehending the attractions of quantification in business, government, and social research will
teach us something new about its role in psychology, physics, and medicine.

Drawing on a wide range of examples from the laboratory and from the worlds of accounting, insurance,
cost-benefit analysis, and civil engineering, Porter shows that it is "exactly wrong" to interpret the drive for
quantitative rigor as inherent somehow in the activity of science except where political and social pressures
force compromise. Instead, quantification grows from attempts to develop a strategy of impersonality in
response to pressures from outside. Objectivity derives its impetus from cultural contexts, quantification
becoming most important where elites are weak, where private negotiation is suspect, and where trust is in
short supply.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Maney:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Trust in
Numbers book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just
a book.

Jeffrey Dominguez:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Trust in Numbers book
because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Rodolfo Buker:

The publication with title Trust in Numbers posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Siobhan Wilcox:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Trust in Numbers, you are able to
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur
its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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