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Biological sewage treatment, like electricity, power generation, telephones, and mass transit, has been a key
technology and a major part of the urban infrastructure since the late nineteenth century. But sewage
treatment plants are not only a ubiquitous component of the modern city, they are also ecosystems -- a hybrid
variety that incorporates elements of both nature and industry and embodies multiple contradictions. In
Hybrid Nature, Daniel Schneider offers an environmental history of the biological sewage treatment plant in
the United States and England, viewing it as an early and influential example of an industrial ecosystem.

The sewage treatment plant relies on microorganisms and other plants and animals but differs from a natural
ecosystem in the extent of human intervention in its creation and management. Schneider explores the
relationship between society and nature in the industrial ecosystem and the contradictions that define it: the
naturalization of industry versus the industrialization of nature; the public interest versus private (patented)
technology; engineers versus bacterial and human labor; and purification versus profits in the marketing of
sewage fertilizer. Schneider also describes biotechnology's direct connections to the history of sewage
treatment, and how genetic engineering is extending the reaches of the industrial ecosystem to such "natural"
ecosystems as oceans, rivers, and forests. In a conclusion that shows how industrial ecosystems continue to
evolve, Schneider discusses John Todd's Living Machine, a natural purification method of sewage treatment,
as the embodiment of the contradictions of the industrial ecosystem.
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From reader reviews:

Georgianna Menendez:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Hybrid Nature: Sewage
Treatment and the Contradictions of the Industrial Ecosystem (Urban and Industrial Environments) will
make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything.
But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they
could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Robert Wallace:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the book untitled Hybrid Nature: Sewage Treatment and the Contradictions of
the Industrial Ecosystem (Urban and Industrial Environments) can be fine book to read. May be it might be
best activity to you.

Julie Moore:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you read
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Hybrid Nature: Sewage Treatment and the Contradictions of the Industrial Ecosystem
(Urban and Industrial Environments) will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Carolyn Lew:

You can obtain this Hybrid Nature: Sewage Treatment and the Contradictions of the Industrial Ecosystem
(Urban and Industrial Environments) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could
to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now,
you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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