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Big business has been the lever of big change over time in American life, change in economy, society,
politics, and the envelope of existence--in work, mores, language, consciousness, and the pace and bite of
time. Such is the pattern revealed by this historical mosaic.
--From the Preface

Weaving historical source material with his own incisive analysis, Jack Beatty traces the rise of the
American corporation, from its beginnings in the 17th century through today, illustrating how it has come to
loom colossus-like over the economy, society, culture, and politics. Through an imaginative selection of
readings made up of historical and contemporary documents, opinion pieces, reportage, biographies,
company histories, and scenes from literature, all introduced and explicated by Beatty, Colossus makes a
convincing case that it is the American corporation that has been, for good and ill, the primary maker and
manager of change in modern America. In this anthology, readers are shown how a developing "business
civilization" has affected domestic life in America, how labor disputes have embodied a struggle between
freedom and fraternity, how corporate leaders have faced the recurring dilemma of balancing fiduciary with
social responsibility, and how Silicon Valley and Wall Street have come to dwarf Capitol Hill in
pervasiveness of influence. From the slave trade and the transcontinental railroad to the software giants and
the multimedia conglomerates, Colossus reveals how the corporation emerged as the foundation of
representative government in the United States, as the builder of the young nation's public works, as the
conqueror of American space, and as the inexhaustible engine of economic growth from the Civil War to
today. At the same time, Colossus gives perspective to the century-old debate over the corporation's place in
the good society.

A saga of freedom and domination, success and failure, creativity and conformity, entrepreneurship and
monopoly, high purpose and low practice, Colossus is a major historical achievement.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Blum:

The book Colossus: How the Corporation Changed America can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book
Colossus: How the Corporation Changed America? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Colossus: How the Corporation Changed America has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read
a book. So it is very wonderful.

James Hutchinson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if
you want feel happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Colossus:
How the Corporation Changed America is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Antonette Schneider:

The actual book Colossus: How the Corporation Changed America has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after perusing this book.

Tommy Worm:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book Colossus: How the Corporation Changed America was filled with
regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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