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Almost two decades after his death, John Wayne is still America’s favorite movie star. More than an actor,
Wayne is a cultural icon whose stature seems to grow with the passage of time. In this illuminating
biography, Ronald L. Davis focuses on Wayne’s human side, portraying a complex personality defined by
frailty and insecurity as well as by courage and strength.

Davis traces Wayne’s story from its beginnings in Winterset, Iowa, to his death in 1979. This is not a story of
instant fame: only after a decade in budget westerns did Wayne receive serious consideration, for his
performance in John Ford’s 1939 film Stagecoach. From that point on, his skills and popularity grew as he
appeared in such classics as Fort Apache, Red River, She Wore a Yellow Ribbon, The Quiet Man, The
Searches, The Man who Shot Liberty Valance, and True Grit. A man’s ideal more than a woman’s, Wayne
earned his popularity without becoming either a great actor or a sex symbol. In all his films, whatever the
character, John Wayne portrayed John Wayne, a persona he created for himself: the tough, gritty loner whose
mission was to uphold the frontier’s--and the nation’s--traditional values.

To depict the different facets of Wayne’s life and career, Davis draws on a range of primary and secondary
sources, most notably exclusive interviews with the people who knew Wayne well, including the actor’s
costar Maureen O’Hara and his widow, Pilar Wayne. The result is a well-balanced, highly engaging portrait
of a man whose private identity was eventually overshadowed by his screen persona--until he came to
represent America itself.
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From reader reviews:

John Bennett:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Duke: The Life and Image of John Wayne will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could
be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Colleen Harman:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take Duke: The Life and Image of John Wayne as the daily resource information.

Richard Moyer:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Duke: The Life and
Image of John Wayne suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Duke: The Life and Image of John Wayneis a single of several books in which
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you
will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range
of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Kellie Stephens:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Duke: The Life and Image
of John Wayne.
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