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While sleeping near a sycamore tree in the sacristy of an abandoned church, Santiago, a shepherd boy, has a
recurring dream about a child who tells him that he will find a hidden treasure if he travels to the Egyptian
pyramids. An old woman tells Santiago that this dream is prophetic and that he must follow its instructions.
Santiago is uncertain, however, since he enjoys the life of a shepherd. Next Santiago meets a mysterious old
man who seems able to read his mind. This man introduces himself as Melchizedek, or the King of Salem.
He tells Santiago about good and bad omens and says that it is the shepherd boy's duty to pursue his Personal
Legend. Melchizedek then gives Santiago two stones, Urim and Thummim, with which to interpret omens.
Santiago wavers briefly before selling his flock and purchasing a ticket to Tangier, in northern Africa, to
which he travels by boat. Shortly after he arrives there, a thief steals all of Santiago's money, so the shepherd
boy decides to look for a way to make enough money to return home. He finds work in the shop of a crystal
merchant, where Santiago makes improvements that reap considerable financial rewards. After eleven
months of working in the shop, Santiago is unsure of how to proceed. Should he return to Andalusia a rich
man and buy more sheep? Or should he cross the vast Sahara in pursuit of the hidden treasure of his dreams?
He joins a caravan traveling to Egypt. Santiago meets an Englishman who wants to learn the secret of
alchemy, or turning any metal into gold, from a famous alchemist who lives at an oasis on the way to the
pyramids. While traveling, Santiago begins listening to the desert and discovering the Soul of the World. The
caravan eventually reaches the oasis, and there Santiago meets an Arab girl named Fatima and falls in love
with her instantly. The caravan leader gathers the travelers together and tells them that tribal warfare
prevents them from continuing their journey. Santiago wanders from the oasis into the desert and, seeing two
hawks fighting in the sky, has a vision of an army entering the oasis. Because attacking an oasis is a violation
of the rules of the desert, Santiago shares his vision with the oasis's tribal chieftain. Soon afterward, Santiago
is confronted by a black-garbed, veiled stranger with a sword, who sits atop a white horse. It is the alchemist.
The tribal chieftain arms his men, and they are well-prepared when the oasis is indeed invaded. The
alchemist offers to cross the desert with Santiago. Soon the two men enter into an area of intense tribal
warfare. Warriors hold the two men captive, but eventually allow them to continue their journey. The
alchemist tells Santiago that he needs to return to the oasis, and that the rest of the trip is Santiago's to make
alone so that he can claim his Personal Legend. Santiago arrives at the Egyptian pyramids and begins to dig.
He finds nothing buried in the ground. Thieves beat Santiago and rob him of his money. After he tells them
of his dream, though, one of the thieves recounts his own dream about a buried treasure in the sacristy of an
abandoned church. Returning to Andalusia, Santiago goes back to the church where he dreamed of the
treasure near the pyramids. He digs where he slept, beneath a sycamore tree, and there it is: Santiago's
treasure.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Best:

This The Alchemist: Paulo Coelho (English edition) is great reserve for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having The Alchemist: Paulo Coelho (English edition) in your hand like having the world in your
arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten
or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do
you still doubt in which?

Francis Rutland:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Alchemist: Paulo Coelho
(English edition) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Grace Seals:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This reserve The Alchemist: Paulo Coelho (English edition) was filled about science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Gene Taylor:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By book
The Alchemist: Paulo Coelho (English edition) we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with
your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book The Alchemist: Paulo Coelho (English
edition). You can more attractive than now.
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