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How important was music to Martin Luther? Drawing on hundreds of liturgical documents, contemporary
accounts of services, books on church music, and other sources, Joseph Herl rewrites the history of music
and congregational song in German Lutheran churches. Herl traces the path of music and congregational
song in the Lutheran church from the Reformation to 1800, to show how it acquired its reputation as the
"singing church."

In the centuries after its founding, in a debate that was to have a strong impact on Johann Sebastian Bach and
his contemporaries, the Lutheran church was torn over a new style of church music that many found more
entertaining than devotional. By the end of the eighteenth century, Lutherans were trying to hold their own
against a new secularism, and many members of the clergy favored wholesale revision or even abandonment
of the historic liturgy in order to make worship more relevant in contemporary society. Herl paints a vivid
picture of these developments, using as a backdrop the gradual transition from a choral to a congregational
liturgy.

The author eschews the usual analyses of musical repertoire and deals instead with events, people and ideas,
drawing readers inside the story and helping them sense what it must have been like to attend a Lutheran
church in the sixteenth through eighteenth centuries. Parallel developments in Catholic churches are
discussed, as are the rise of organ accompaniment of hymns and questions of musical performance practice.
Although written with academic precision, the writing is clear and comprehensible to the nonspecialist, and
entertaining anecdotes abound.
Appendixes include translations of several important historical documents and a set of tables outlining the
Lutheran mass as presented in 172 different liturgical orders. The bibliography includes 400 Lutheran church
orders and reports of ecclesiastical visitations read by the author.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Acevedo:

This Worship Wars in Early Lutheranism: Choir, Congregation, and Three Centuries of Conflict book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. That Worship Wars in Early Lutheranism: Choir, Congregation, and
Three Centuries of Conflict without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't become worry Worship Wars in Early Lutheranism: Choir, Congregation, and Three
Centuries of Conflict can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be
full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Worship Wars in Early Lutheranism:
Choir, Congregation, and Three Centuries of Conflict having great arrangement in word and also layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Harry Thomas:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Worship Wars in Early Lutheranism:
Choir, Congregation, and Three Centuries of Conflict, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Richard Chambers:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Worship Wars in Early Lutheranism:
Choir, Congregation, and Three Centuries of Conflict is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Mandy Jackson:

This Worship Wars in Early Lutheranism: Choir, Congregation, and Three Centuries of Conflict is
completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
bit of digest in reading this Worship Wars in Early Lutheranism: Choir, Congregation, and Three Centuries
of Conflict can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's
why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy



even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety
for your better life and also knowledge.
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