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The Gilded Age bon vivant who became America's unlikeliest chief executive-and who presided over a
sweeping reform of the system that nurtured him

Chester Alan Arthur never dreamed that one day he would be president of the United States. A successful
lawyer, Arthur had been forced out as the head of the Custom House of the Port of New York in 1877 in a
power struggle between the two wings of the Republican Party. He became such a celebrity that he was
nominated for vice president in 1880-despite his never having run for office before.
Elected alongside James A. Garfield, Arthur found his life transformed just four months into his term, when
an assassin shot and killed Garfield, catapulting Arthur into the presidency. The assassin was a deranged man
who thought he deserved a federal job through the increasingly corrupt "spoils system." To the surprise of
many, Arthur, a longtime beneficiary of that system, saw that the time had come for reform. His opportunity
came in the winter of 1882-83, when he pushed through the Pendleton Act, which created a professional civil
service and set America on a course toward greater reforms in the decades to come.
Chester Arthur may be largely forgotten today, but Zachary Karabell eloquently shows how this unexpected
president-of whom so little was expected-rose to the occasion when fate placed him in the White House.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Wren:

The reserve untitled Chester Alan Arthur: The American Presidents Series: The 21st President, 1881-1885 is
the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will
be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Chester Alan Arthur:
The American Presidents Series: The 21st President, 1881-1885 from the publisher to make you a lot more
enjoy free time.

Joseph Williams:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Chester Alan Arthur: The
American Presidents Series: The 21st President, 1881-1885 that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you may pick Chester Alan Arthur: The American Presidents Series: The
21st President, 1881-1885 become your current starter.

Derek McCaleb:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be examine. Chester Alan Arthur: The American Presidents Series: The 21st President,
1881-1885 can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time
problems.

Steven Cordell:

You can find this Chester Alan Arthur: The American Presidents Series: The 21st President, 1881-1885 by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get
more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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