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In one of the most detailed and powerfully argued books published on American intervention in Vietnam,
Fredrik Logevall examines the last great unanswered question on the war: Could the tragedy have been
averted? His answer: a resounding yes. Challenging the prevailing myth that the outbreak of large-scale
fighting in 1965 was essentially unavoidable, Choosing War argues that the Vietnam War was unnecessary,
not merely in hindsight but in the context of its time.

Why, then, did major war break out? Logevall shows it was partly because of the timidity of the key
opponents of U.S. involvement, and partly because of the staunch opposition of the Kennedy and Johnson
administrations to early negotiations. His superlative account shows that U.S. officials chose war over
disengagement despite deep doubts about the war's prospects and about Vietnam's importance to U.S.
security and over the opposition of important voices in the Congress, in the press, and in the world
community. They did so because of concerns about credibility—not so much America's or the Democratic
party's credibility, but their own personal credibility.

Based on six years of painstaking research, this book is the first to place American policymaking on Vietnam
in 1963-65 in its wider international context using multiarchival sources, many of them recently declassified.
Here we see for the first time how the war played in the key world capitals—not merely in Washington,
Saigon, and Hanoi, but also in Paris and London, in Tokyo and Ottawa, in Moscow and Beijing.

Choosing War is a powerful and devastating account of fear, favor, and hypocrisy at the highest echelons of
American government, a book that will change forever our understanding of the tragedy that was the
Vietnam War.
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From reader reviews:

Carol McElroy:

The book Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the Escalation of War in Vietnam can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the Escalation of War in Vietnam? Several of you have
a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the Escalation of
War in Vietnam has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can search the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Otis Kozlowski:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and
the Escalation of War in Vietnam as your daily resource information.

David Trudeau:

The reserve with title Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the Escalation of War in Vietnam
posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so
you can read the item anywhere you want.

Helen Christopher:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Choosing War: The Lost Chance
for Peace and the Escalation of War in Vietnam can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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