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We share the Earth with more than 10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 phages. Everywhere they
thrive, from well-fed guts to near-boiling acidic springs, from cryoconite holes to endolithic fissures. They
travel from one microbial host to the next as virions, their genetic weapons packaged inside a protective
protein shell. If you could lay all of these nanoscopic phage virions side-by-side, the line-up would stretch
over 42 million light years. Through their daily shenanigans they kill or collaborate with their microbial
hosts to spur microbia evolution and maintain ecosystem functioning. We have learned much about them
since their discovery by Frederick Twort a century ago. They also taught us that DNA, not protein, isthe
hereditary material, unraveled the triplet genetic code, and offered their enzymes as indispensible tools for
the molecular biology revolution. More contributions will be forthcoming since the vast majority of phages
await discovery. Phage genomes harbor the world's largest cache of unexplored genetic diversity, and we
now have the equipment needed to go prospecting.

Although there are field guides to birds, insects, wild flowers, even Bacteria, there was no such handbook to
guide the phage explorer. Forest Rohwer decided to correct this oversight, for novice and expert aike, and
thus was born Lifein Our Phage World. A diverse collection of 30 phages are featured. Each phageis
characterized by its distinctive traits, including details about its genome, habitat, lifestyle, globa range, and
close relatives. The beauty of itsintricate virion is captured in a pen-and-ink portrait by artist Benjamin
Darby. Each phage also starsin a carefully researched action story relating how that phage encounters,
explaits, kills, or otherwise manipulates its host. These behaviors are imaginatively illustrated by fine artist
Leah L. Pantéa. Eight researchers that work closely with phages also relate their experiences as inhabitants
of the phage world.

Rohwer has years of first-hand experience with the phage multitudes in ecosystems ranging from coral reefs
to the human lung to arctic waters. He pioneered the key metagenomic methods now widely used to catalog
and characterize Earth's microbial and viral life. Despite research advances, most people, many scientists
included, remain unaware of the ongoing dramain our phage world. In anticipation of 2015, the centennial
of phage discovery, Forest assembled a cadre of writers, artists, scientists, and a cartographer and set them to
work. Theresult? This alluring field guide-a feast for the imagination and a celebration of phage diversity.
Please see Forest Rohwer's website for additional information about this book.
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From reader reviews:
Cheryl Ruiz:

The book Life in Our Phage World make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your
capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make examining abook Life in Our Phage World for being your habit,
you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
many or al subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read aguide Lifein Our
Phage World. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals.
So, how do you think about this e-book?

Ana Jimenez;

Reading areserve can be one of alot of task that everyonein the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you alot of new information.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especialy tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Life in Our Phage World, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
publication. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Colleen Williams:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest oneis hovel. Now, why not seeking Life in Our Phage World that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you
who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Life in Our Phage World become your own starter.

Bryant Booher:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more timeto beread. Lifein
Our Phage World can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short freetime
problems.
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