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"I have no wish to play the pontificating fool, pretending that I've suddenly come up with the answers to all
life's questions. Quite that contrary, I began this book as an exploration, an exercise in self-questing. In other
words, I wanted to find out, as I looked back at a long and complicated life, with many twists and turns, how
well I've done at measuring up to the values I myself have set."
—Sidney Poitier

In this luminous memoir, a true American icon looks back on his celebrated life and career. His body of
work is arguably the most morally significant in cinematic history, and the power and influence of that work
are indicative of the character of the man behind the many storied roles. Sidney Poitier here explores these
elements of character and personal values to take his own measure—as a man, as a husband and a father, and
as an actor.

Poitier credits his parents and his childhood on tiny Cat Island in the Bahamas for equipping him with the
unflinching sense of right and wrong and of self-worth that he has never surrendered and that have
dramatically shaped his world. "In the kind of place where I grew up," recalls Poitier, "what's coming at you
is the sound of the sea and the smell of the wind and momma's voice and the voice of your dad and the
craziness of your brothers and sisters...and that's it." Without television, radio, and material distractions to
obscure what matters most, he could enjoy the simple things, endure the long commitments, and find true
meaning in his life.

Poitier was uncompromising as he pursued a personal and public life that would honor his upbringing and
the invaluable legacy of his parents. Just a few years after his introduction to indoor plumbing and the
automobile, Poitier broke racial barrier after racial barrier to launch a pioneering acting career. Committed to
the notion that what one does for a living articulates to who one is, Poitier played only forceful and affecting
characters who said something positive, useful, and lasting about the human condition.

Here is Poitier's own introspective look at what has informed his performances and his life. Poitier explores
the nature of sacrifice and commitment, price and humility, rage and forgiveness, and paying the price for
artistic integrity. What emerges is a picture of a man in the face of limits—his own and the world's. A
triumph of the spirit, The Measure of a Man captures the essential Poitier.
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From reader reviews:

Maurice Henkel:

The knowledge that you get from The Measure of a Man: A Spiritual Autobiography (Oprah's Book Club)
could be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Measure of a Man: A Spiritual
Autobiography (Oprah's Book Club) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point
in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this kind of The Measure of a Man: A Spiritual Autobiography (Oprah's Book Club) instantly.

Rebecca West:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The The Measure of a Man: A Spiritual Autobiography (Oprah's Book Club) offer you a new
experience in reading a book.

Delaine Valencia:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This The Measure of a Man: A Spiritual Autobiography
(Oprah's Book Club) can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have
matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize,
by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Measure
of a Man: A Spiritual Autobiography (Oprah's Book Club).

Nicholas Thiede:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
The Measure of a Man: A Spiritual Autobiography (Oprah's Book Club). You can include your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It
is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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