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Most baseball fans, players and even team executives assume that the national pastime's infatuation with
statistics is simply a by-product of the information age, a phenomenon that blossomed only after the arrival
of Bill James and computersin the 1980s. They couldn't be more wrong.

In this award-winning book, Alan Schwarz - whom bestselling Moneyball author Michael Lewis calls"one
of today's best baseball journalists" - provides the first-ever history of baseball statistics, showing how
baseball and its numbers have been inseparable ever since the pastime's birth in 1845. He tells the history of
this obsession through the lives of the people who felt it most: Henry Chadwick, the 19th-century writer who
invented the first box score and harped endlessly about which statistics mattered and which did not; Allan
Roth, Branch Rickey's right-hand numbers man with the late-1940s Brooklyn Dodgers, Earnshaw Cook, a
scientist and Manhattan Project veteran who retired to pursue inventing the perfect baseball statistic; John
Dewan, aformer Strat-O-Matic maven who built STATS Inc. into a multimillion-dollar powerhouse for
statistics over the Internet; and dozens more.

Schwarz paints a history not just of baseball statistics, but of the soul of the sport itself. Named as ESPN's
2004 Baseball Book of the Y ear, The Numbers Game will be an invaluable part of any fan'slibrary and go
down as one of the sport's classic books.
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From reader reviews:
Vincent Ashworth:

The book The Numbers Game: Baseball's Lifelong Fascination with Statistics can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like abook The
Numbers Game: Baseball's Lifelong Fascination with Statistics? A few of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share
al of these. Book The Numbers Game: Baseball's Lifelong Fascination with Statistics has simple shape
however you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open and
read areserve. So it isvery wonderful.

Morris Whitfield:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you alot
of new details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
many ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others.
When you read this The Numbers Game: Baseball's Lifelong Fascination with Statistics, it is possible to tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a e-book.

Judy Turner:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever fegling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work thisis difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be The Numbers Game: Baseball's Lifelong Fascination with
Statistics why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you
actually. Theinside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Jennifer Smith:

The book untitled The Numbers Game: Baseball's Lifelong Fascination with Statistics contain alot of
information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in



anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice examine.
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