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Is there life after the presidency? That is the question with which Andrew Johnson wrestled after his return to
Tennessee in March 1869 until his death in the summer of 1875. He answered that question with a
resounding “yes” and revitalized his political ambitions.
  For his six post-presidential years, Johnson relentlessly pursued a vindication  of earlier setbacks and
embarrassments. He had hardly arrived back in Greenville before he began mapping his strategy to recapture
public acclaim. Johnson eschewed the opportunity to compete for the governor’s chair and opted instead to
set his sights on the prospects of going back to the nation’s capital, preferably as a U. S. senator.
 Johnson engaged in three separate campaigns, one in 1869, one in 1872, and the final one is 1874-75. In the
first, he sought election to the U. S. Senate. At the very last minute the tide went against him in the
legislature, and Johnson thereby lost a wonderful opportunity to return to Washington only a few months
after the end of his presidency.
  In 1872, Tennessee stipulated that its new congressional seat would be an at-large one. This suited Johnson,
who favored a statewide, rather than a district, race. When he could not secure the formal nomination of the
state’s Democratic part, he boldly declared himself an independent candidate. Although he knew full well
that his actual chances of election over either a Republican or a Democratic rival were slim, Johnson stayed
in the fray. Confederates exerted one the Democratic party, and he succeeded. The Republican contender
emerged victorious, much as Johnson had calculated, and therefore in a somewhat perverse this strengthened
Johnson’s political clout for another day.
  The day came in 1874, when he launched his campaign for the U.S. Senate. Johnson labored mightily
throughout the state in this cause: by the time the legislature convened, he was the major contender for the
post. But Democratic party successes in the gubernatorial and legislative elections had encouraged a number
of other hopefuls. Eventually, the legislature staged fifty-five ballots before Johnson carried the day in late
January 1875.
  As fate would have it, President Grant summoned a special session if the U. S. Senate to meet in March,
enabling Johnson to claim his seat well ahead of the normal schedule. The ex-president strode confidently
into the Senate chamber, the scene of his impeachment embarrassment in 1868, and took the oath of office.
Many well-wishers, as well as old foes, greeted the battle-scarred political veteran whose vindication had
been achieved at last. After lingering in Washington after the close of the Senate session, Johnson returned to
Tennessee, where he lived out the short remainder of his days.
  With the exception of serious financial reverses and a nearly fatal battle with cholera in 1873, Johnson’s
sole focus had been his political rehabilitation. Considering his return to the Senate, albeit brief, the
argument could be made that he succeeded. But, considering the verdict of most historians, it remains
debatable whether he achieved his aims.
 

The Editor: Paul H. Bergeron is professor of history at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard Parnell:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Papers A Johnson Vol 16:
May 1869-July 1875 (Utp Papers Andrew Johnson) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some
sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Mike Gray:

The book Papers A Johnson Vol 16: May 1869-July 1875 (Utp Papers Andrew Johnson) will bring someone
to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Papers A Johnson Vol
16: May 1869-July 1875 (Utp Papers Andrew Johnson) is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Bobby Phillips:

Beside this specific Papers A Johnson Vol 16: May 1869-July 1875 (Utp Papers Andrew Johnson) in your
phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Papers A Johnson Vol 16: May 1869-July 1875 (Utp Papers
Andrew Johnson) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but
you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from now!

George Miller:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Papers A Johnson Vol 16: May 1869-July 1875
(Utp Papers Andrew Johnson) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Papers A Johnson Vol 16: May 1869-July 1875 (Utp Papers Andrew Johnson) has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe
you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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