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Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship and Authenticity in the French Revolution examines the leaders of the
French Revolution - Robespierre and his fellow Jacobins - and particularly the gradual process whereby
many of them came to 'choose terror'. These men led the Jacobin Club between 1789 and 1794, and were
attempting to establish new democratic politics in France. Exploring revolutionary politics through the eyes
of these leaders, and against a political backdrop of a series of traumatic events, wars, and betrayals, Marisa
Linton portrays the Jacobins as complex human beings who were influenced by emotions and personal
loyalties, as well as by their revolutionary ideology.

The Jacobin leaders' entire political careers were constrained by their need to be seen by their supporters as
'men of virtue', free from corruption and ambition, and concerned only with the public good. In the early
stages of the Revolution, being seen as 'men of virtue' empowered the Jacobin leaders, and aided them in
their efforts to forge their political careers. However, with the onset of war, there was a growing conviction
that political leaders who feigned virtue were 'the enemy within', secretly conspiring with France's external
enemies. By year two, the year of the Terror, the Jacobin identity had become a destructive force: in order to
demonstrate their own authenticity, they had to be seen to act virtuously, and be prepared, if the public good
demanded it, to denounce and destroy their friends, and even to sacrifice their own lives. This desperate
thinking resulted in the politicians' terror, one of the most ruthless of all forms of terror during the
Revolution. Choosing Terror seeks neither to cast blame, nor to exonerate, but to understand the process
whereby such things can happen.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carlton:

This Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship, and Authenticity in the French Revolution book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship, and Authenticity in
the French Revolution without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't become worry Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship, and Authenticity in the French
Revolution can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship, and
Authenticity in the French Revolution having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
sense uninterested in reading.

Joseph Jenkins:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship,
and Authenticity in the French Revolution is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Jesus Thresher:

The book Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship, and Authenticity in the French Revolution has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Elvis Harris:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just in search of the Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship, and Authenticity in the French Revolution when
you essential it?
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