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The Octavia is the only surviving historical drama from ancient Rome. With a plot rich in sex, dynastic
intrigue, riots, and murder, the play's characters include the philosopher Seneca, the emperor Nero, the ghost
of his murdered mother, his wife Octavia, and his mistress and empress-to-be Poppaea. For centuries
dismissed as a feeble, rhetorically overblown closet-drama written without consideration for the demands of
plot or stage, the Octavia's dynamic changes of time and setting, its startling interplay of the verbal and
visual, and its integration of issues pervading the politics of the period in which it was written, reflect scenic
conventions and a notion of the dramatic that radically transforms and expands our knowledge of ancient
theatre and the Roman stage.

Roman Historical Drama is the first comprehensive interpretation of ancient historical drama in relation to
this exciting play, revealing how the Octavia mirrors the genre's traditions by mixing formats and stock
characters from traditional tragedy with elements drawn from new developments of the Hellenistic and
Roman stage. The volume explores the role and impact of historical (and political) drama in Rome, offering
a pioneering reading of the Octavia in relation to ancient performance practice, as well as to the politics of
those who in AD 68 brought down the tyrant Nero. In its final section, the volume provides a panoramic
survey of the revival and reinvention of classical tragedy in the Renaissance period, tracing the impact of the
Octavia from Italy through France to Elizabethan England.
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From reader reviews:

Donovan Houseman:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Roman Historical Drama: The Octavia In Antiquity and Beyond.

Rene King:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Roman
Historical Drama: The Octavia In Antiquity and Beyond? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Sharonda Adair:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this
Roman Historical Drama: The Octavia In Antiquity and Beyond.

Tanya Caggiano:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer can be Roman Historical Drama: The Octavia In Antiquity and Beyond why because the
amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.
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