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"How had the pair of elderly Jewish lesbians survived the Nazis?” Janet Malcolm asks at the beginning of

this extraordinary work of literary biography and investigative journalism. The pair, of course, is Gertrude

Stein, the modernist master “whose charm was as conspicuous as her fatness” and “thin, plain, tense, sour”

Alice B. Toklas, the “worker bee” who ministered to Stein’s needs throughout their forty-year expatriate

“marriage.” As Malcolm pursues the truth of the couple’s charmed life in a village in Vichy France, her

subject becomes the larger question of biographical truth. “The instability of human knowledge is one of our

few certainties,” she writes. 

The portrait of the legendary couple that emerges from this work is unexpectedly charged. The two world

wars Stein and Toklas  lived through together are paralleled by the private war that went on between them.

This war, as Malcolm learned, sometimes flared into bitter combat.

Two Lives is also a work of literary criticism. “Even the most hermetic of [Stein’s] writings are works of

submerged autobiography,” Malcolm writes. “The key of  'I' will not unlock the door to their meaning—you

need a crowbar for that—but will sometimes admit you to a kind of anteroom of suggestion.” Whether

unpacking the accessible Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas, in which Stein “solves the koan of

autobiography,” or wrestling with The Making of Americans, a masterwork of “magisterial disorder,”

Malcolm is stunningly perceptive.

Praise for the author:

“[Janet Malcolm] is among the most intellectually provocative of authors . . .able to turn epiphanies of

perception into explosions of insight.”—David Lehman, Boston Globe

“Not since Virginia Woolf has anyone thought so trenchantly about the strange art of

biography.”—Christopher Benfey
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From reader reviews:

Vernie Ruiz:

The e-book untitled Two Lives: Gertrude and Alice is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can
see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of Two Lives: Gertrude and Alice from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Benjamin Holmes:

Typically the book Two Lives: Gertrude and Alice has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading
this book.

Carol Shull:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Two Lives: Gertrude and Alice, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Patricia Stroud:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Two Lives: Gertrude and Alice or maybe
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Two Lives: Gertrude and Alice to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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