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Austronesia is the vast oceanic region which stretches from Madagascar to Taiwan to New Zealand.
Encompassing both scattered archipelagos and major landmasses, Austronesia – derived from the Latin
australis, 'southern', and Greek nesos, 'island' – is used primarily as a linguistic term, designating a family of
languages spoken by peoples with a shared heritage. Julian Baldick, a celebrated historian of ancient
religion, here argues that the diverse inhabitants of the Philippines, Taiwan, Indonesia, New Guinea and
Oceania show a common inheritance that extends beyond language. This commonality is found above all in
mythology and ritual, which reach back to an ancient, prehistoric past. From around 1250 BCE the original
proto-Oceanic speakers migrated eastwards from southeast Asia. Navigating by the sun, the stars, bird flight,
the swells of the sea and cloud-swathed mountain islands, Austronesian voyagers used canoes and outriggers
to settle on new territories. They developed a unified pattern of religion characterised by mortuary rites,
headhunting and agrarian rituals of the annual calendar, culminating in a post-harvest festival often sexual in
nature. This unique overview of Austronesian belief and tradition will be essential reading for students of
religion, prehistory and anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Hood:

The book Ancient Religions of the Austronesian World: From Australasia to Taiwan (Library of Ethnicity,
Identity and Culture) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Ancient Religions of the Austronesian World: From
Australasia to Taiwan (Library of Ethnicity, Identity and Culture)? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
can share all of these. Book Ancient Religions of the Austronesian World: From Australasia to Taiwan
(Library of Ethnicity, Identity and Culture) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Paul Hinojosa:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Ancient Religions of the
Austronesian World: From Australasia to Taiwan (Library of Ethnicity, Identity and Culture) book because
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is
no doubt in it you probably know this.

Stacey Eades:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is definitely Ancient Religions of the Austronesian World: From Australasia to Taiwan (Library of
Ethnicity, Identity and Culture).

Maxine Whitley:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Ancient Religions of the
Austronesian World: From Australasia to Taiwan (Library of Ethnicity, Identity and Culture) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you



who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Ancient Religions of the Austronesian World: From Australasia to Taiwan (Library of
Ethnicity, Identity and Culture) become your own starter.
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