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From Henry Darger's elaborate paintings of young girls caught in a vicious war to the sacred art of the
Reverend Howard Finster, the work of outsider artists has achieved unique status in the art world. Celebrated
for their lack of traditional training and their position on the fringes of society, outsider artists nonetheless
participate in a traditional network of value, status, and money. After spending years immersed in the world
of self-taught artists, Gary Alan Fine presents Everyday Genius, one of the most insightful and
comprehensive examinations of this network and how it confers artistic value.

Fine considers the differences among folk art, outsider art, and self-taught art, explaining the economics of
this distinctive art market and exploring the dimensions of its artistic production and distribution.
Interviewing dealers, collectors, curators, and critics and venturing into the backwoods and inner-city homes
of numerous self-taught artists, Fine describes how authenticity is central to the system in which
artists—often poor, elderly, members of a minority group, or mentally ill—are seen as having an unfettered
form of expression highly valued in the art world. Respected dealers, he shows, have a hand in burnishing
biographies of the artists, and both dealers and collectors trade in identities as much as objects.

Revealing the inner workings of an elaborate and prestigious world in which money, personalities, and
values affect one another, Fine speaks eloquently to both experts and general readers, and provides rare
access to a world of creative invention-both by self-taught artists and by those who profit from their work.

“Indispensable for an understanding of this world and its workings. . . . Fine’s book is not an attack on the
Outsider Art phenomenon. But it is masterful in its anatomization of some of its contradictions, conflicts,
pressures, and absurdities.”—Eric Gibson, Washington Times
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From reader reviews:

Joey Mendoza:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Everyday
Genius: Self-Taught Art and the Culture of Authenticity. All type of book could you see on many sources.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Eddie Barber:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Everyday Genius:
Self-Taught Art and the Culture of Authenticity is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Susan Belcher:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Everyday Genius: Self-Taught
Art and the Culture of Authenticity book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Josephine Draughn:

The book untitled Everyday Genius: Self-Taught Art and the Culture of Authenticity contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear to
see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous
author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you
can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
examine.
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