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Erin Hogan hit the road in her Volkswagen Jetta and headed west from Chicago in search of the monuments
of American land art: a salty coil of rocks, four hundred stainless steel poles, a gash in a mesa, four concrete
tubes, and military sheds filled with cubes. Her journey took her through the states of Utah, Nevada, New
Mexico, Arizona, and Texas. It also took her through the states of anxiety, drunkenness, disorientation, and
heat exhaustion. Spiral Jetta is a chronicle of this journey.

A lapsed art historian and devoted urbanite, Hogan initially sought firsthand experience of the monumental
earthworks of the 1970s and the 1980s—Robert Smithson’s Spiral Jetty, Nancy Holt’s Sun Tunnels, Walter
De Maria’s Lightning Field, James Turrell’s Roden Crater, Michael Heizer’s Double Negative, and the
contemporary art mecca of Marfa, Texas. Armed with spotty directions, no compass, and less-than-desert-
appropriate clothing, she found most of what she was looking for and then some.

“I was never quite sure what Hogan was looking for when she set out . . . or indeed whether she found it. But
I loved the ride. In Spiral Jetta, an unashamedly honest, slyly uproarious, ever-probing book, art doesn’t
magically have the power to change lives, but it can, perhaps no less powerfully, change ways of
seeing.”—Tom Vanderbilt, New York Times Book Review

“The reader emerges enlightened and even delighted. . . . Casually scrutinizing the artistic works . . . while
gamely playing up her fish-out-of-water status, Hogan delivers an ingeniously engaging travelogue-cum-art
history.”—Atlantic

“Smart and unexpectedly hilarious.”—Kevin Nance, Chicago Sun-Times

“One of the funniest and most entertaining road trips to be published in quite some time.”—June Sawyers,
Chicago Tribune

“Hogan ruminates on how the work affects our sense of time, space, size, and scale. She is at her best when
she reexamines the precepts of modernism in the changing light of New Mexico, and shows how the human
body is meant to be a participant in these grand constructions.”—New Yorker
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From reader reviews:

David Tillery:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and important the book Spiral Jetta: A Road Trip through the Land
Art of the American West (Culture Trails: Adventures in Travel). All type of book could you see on many
resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Erin Harmon:

The actual book Spiral Jetta: A Road Trip through the Land Art of the American West (Culture Trails:
Adventures in Travel) will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify
the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Spiral Jetta:
A Road Trip through the Land Art of the American West (Culture Trails: Adventures in Travel) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Ruth Morefield:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Spiral Jetta: A Road
Trip through the Land Art of the American West (Culture Trails: Adventures in Travel).

Eun Christensen:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Spiral Jetta: A Road Trip through
the Land Art of the American West (Culture Trails: Adventures in Travel) that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Spiral Jetta:
A Road Trip through the Land Art of the American West (Culture Trails: Adventures in Travel) become your
current starter.
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