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When four young men, slaves on Edward Gorsuch's Maryland farm, escaped to rural Pennsylvania in 1849,
the owner swore he'd bring them back. Two years later, Gorsuch lay dead outside the farmhouse in
Christiana where he'd tracked them down, as his federal posse retreated pell-mell before the armed might of
local blacks--and the impact of the most notorious act of resistance against the federal Fugitive Slave Law
was about to be felt across a divided nation.
Bloody Dawn vividly tells this dramatic story of escape, manhunt, riot, and the ensuing trial, detailing its
importance in heightening the tensions that led to the Civil War. Thomas Slaughter's engaging narrative
captures the full complexity of events and personalities: The four men fled after they were detected stealing
grain for resale off the farm; Gorsuch, far from a brutal taskmaster, had pledged to release all his slaves when
they reached the age of twenty-eight, but he relentlessly pursued the escapees out of a sense of wounded
honor; and the African-American community in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania that provided them refuge
was already effectively organized for self-defense by a commanding former slave named William Parker.
Slaughter paints a rich portrait of the ongoing struggles between local blacks and white kidnapping gangs,
the climactic riot as neighbors responded to trumpet calls from the besieged runaway slaves, the escape to
Canada of the central figures (aided by Frederick Douglass), and the government's urgent response
(including the largest mass indictment for treason in our history)--leading to the trial for his life of a local
white bystander accused of leading the rioting blacks. Slaughter not only draws out the great importance
given to the riot in both the North and the South, but he uses legal records reaching back over half a century
to uncover the thoughts of average people on race, slavery, and violence.
The Whiskey Rebellion, Slaughter's previous work of history, received widespread acclaim as "a vivid
account" (The New York Times) and "an unusual combination of meticulous scholarship and engaging
narrative" (The Philadelphia Inquirer). It was a selection of the History Book Club, and won both the
National Historical Society Book Prize and the American Revolution Round Table Award. In Bloody Dawn,
he once again weaves together the incisive insights of a professional historian with a gripping account of a
dramatic moment in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hogg:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for all of us. The book Bloody Dawn: The Christiana Riot and Racial Violence in the
Antebellum North had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Bloody Dawn: The Christiana Riot and Racial
Violence in the Antebellum North is not only giving you much more new information but also being your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
using the book Bloody Dawn: The Christiana Riot and Racial Violence in the Antebellum North. You never
truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Darren Billups:

The ability that you get from Bloody Dawn: The Christiana Riot and Racial Violence in the Antebellum
North will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Bloody Dawn: The Christiana Riot and
Racial Violence in the Antebellum North giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you
for having this Bloody Dawn: The Christiana Riot and Racial Violence in the Antebellum North instantly.

Antonio Beeler:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
With the book Bloody Dawn: The Christiana Riot and Racial Violence in the Antebellum North we can get
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with
that book Bloody Dawn: The Christiana Riot and Racial Violence in the Antebellum North. You can more
appealing than now.

Walter Taylor:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search



of the Bloody Dawn: The Christiana Riot and Racial Violence in the Antebellum North when you necessary
it?
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