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Robert Fortune was a Scottish gardener, botanist, plant hunter - and industrial spy. In 1848, the East India
Company engaged him to make a clandestine trip into the interior of China - territory forbidden to foreigners
- to steal the closely guarded secrets of tea. For centuries, China had been the world's sole tea manufacturer.
Britain purchased this fuel for its Empire by trading opium to the Chinese - a poisonous relationship Britain
fought two destructive wars to sustain. The East India Company had profited lavishly as the middleman, but
now it was sinking, having lost its monopoly to trade tea. Its salvation, it thought, was to establish its own
plantations in the Himalayas of British India. There were just two problems: India had no tea plants worth
growing, and the company wouldn't have known what to do with them if it had. Hence Robert Fortune's
daring trip. The Chinese interior was off-limits and virtually unknown to the West, but that's where the finest
tea was grown - the richest oolongs, soochongs and pekoes. And the Emperor aimed to keep it that way.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Fenske:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled For All the Tea in China: Espionage, Empire, and the Secret Formula for the
World's Favourite Drink. Try to make the book For All the Tea in China: Espionage, Empire, and the Secret
Formula for the World's Favourite Drink as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you
feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So ,
let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Alexander Snider:

This For All the Tea in China: Espionage, Empire, and the Secret Formula for the World's Favourite Drink
are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this For All the Tea
in China: Espionage, Empire, and the Secret Formula for the World's Favourite Drink can be one of many
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with
information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over
the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this For All the Tea in
China: Espionage, Empire, and the Secret Formula for the World's Favourite Drink forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Sandra McLean:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The For All the
Tea in China: Espionage, Empire, and the Secret Formula for the World's Favourite Drink will give you new
experience in looking at a book.

Pilar Porter:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This For All the Tea in China: Espionage,
Empire, and the Secret Formula for the World's Favourite Drink is simple to deliver you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book,
you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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